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Abstract
My presentation reflects on the nature and limits of the refugee regime in the interwar period. The 
end of this regime is well known: from 1933 to 1939 refugees were increasingly unprotected. The 
League of Nations could not do much to protect Jews fleeing persecution in Nazi Germany and other 
refugees who suffered from the consequences of the Civil War in Spain. The Second World War 
marked the tragic end of that regime. Rather than the its epilogue, my presentation expands on its 
beginning. I draw attention to the meaning-s of civilian and refugee in European and Middle Eastern 
context. I also insist on minority and minorities, two terms I deem essential to understand the refugee 
regime. I also expand on forced displacement of populations (the so-called exchange of populations) 
between Greece and Turkey sealed by the Treaty of Lausanne (1923). Last but not least I will attempt 
a historical assessment of the refugee regime, contextualising its limits, political, juridical and 
‘civilizational’ (sic!) and the extent to which it was a major innovation. 
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International History Department (2014-2017). He grantee of the Rockefeller Archives Centre in 2011; 
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Geneva.
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