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ABSTRACT

The laying down of the Turkish-Armenian border in 1921 was a partition in all but name. Like its
counterpart in 1947 India, the “T'urko-Armenian Partition of 1921” was accompanied by
homogenizing displacements of populations and the prospect of major property redistribution. Indeed,
evacuated land and empty villages presented the Turkish state with a bountiful resource: By
redistributing “empty” land and village property to new settlers, the state had an essentially bottomless
source of patrimony that could potentially encourage the loyalty and permanence of the population in
a politically sensitive border region. Nevertheless, Turkey’s lack of state capacity in the border region
condemned its basic policy goals to decades of failure. In my lecture, I will examine the Turkish state’s
approach to mass migration in the Turkish-Armenian border region after 1921. Using archival
documents and contemporary newspaper reports, I look at different kinds of mass migration (whether
voluntary or forced) and the attempt to enact a rational system of land apportionment as a means of

dealing with migration and encouraging settlement.
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